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Steppenwolf® Traffic presents Blues/Hip-Hop | ntersection,

afreeperformancein Millennium Park
July 30,2007.at 6:30p.m.

M ulti-Cultural, M ulti-Gener ational Event Celebrates Chicago®M usical L egacy

ChicagpN SteppenwolfOsTraffi ¢ Seriescelebratesthe rich blueslegacy of Chicagp and its parallels to hip-hop
in BluegHip-Hop I ntersecton, afree, one-night-only live musical evert, in partnersip with Chicagp Public
Rado. The performarce, hosted by Chicagp hamonicalegend Billy Branch and Stepperwol fOsiewly-
appointed Producer of Cultural Intersectons, Sylvia Ewing, playsin Millennium ParkOslay Pritzker
Pavilion, on Monday, July 30, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.

Combining performance, poetry and pergpecive for a multi-gereraional audience, BluegHip-Hop I ntersection
is hosted by homebwn harmanica hero Billy Branch and award-winning journalist Sylvia Ewing. BranchOs
group The Sons of Bluesand the following Chicagn-based performers will be featured Hip Hop poet/singer
Avery R. Young; poetry slamveterans Kevin Coval and Idri s Goodwin; MC's BeaM onstas, Butter, Itch 13,
Sen®, Amina Nor man-Hawkinsand FM Supreme; vocalist Mae Koen; hamonicist Russ Green; and hip-
hop artist Ugochi.

Orheaer is anopportunity to ertertain and educate and find new ways to look atthe world. Thisis our charceto
show thatthe Bluesis arelevart vibrart art form and hip-hop is more than controverdsal music videos and
guegionabe lyrics Ocommerts co-host and director Sylvia Ewing

Billy Branch, Co-host and Musical Director, is anintemationally recaynizedtwo-time Grammy nomineeand
currently sits on the Grammy Board of Governors. He isan Emmy Awardwinner and recipiert of multiple
BluesFoundation Awards. He is a bluesharmonicaplayerand hasperformedon over 100 records with legerds
like B.B. King, Muddy Waters KoKo Taylor and Albert King. A native Chicagpan, he hasbrought the bluesto
audiencesin South America, Certral America, Europe, Australia and Asia. Billy formed The Sons of Blues
(S.0.B.s) featuring musicians who weresons of famous bluesartists. He continuesto pass on the bluestradtion
with his Bluesin the Schools programs, which he hastaught in the Chicago school systemfor over 20 years
The City of Chicago honoredthe 30™ Anniversary of Billy Branch and the S.0.B.Osat the 2007 Chicagp Blues
Fedival. In addition, Branchisthe University of Illinois Alumni AssociationO2007 recipiert of its highes
honor, the Alumni Achievemert Award, acknowledging his distinguishedinternational achievemert asa
musicianand performer.

Sylvia Ewing, Co-host and Direcor, isthe Producer of Cultural Intersecions at Steppenwolf, including the
Traffic series She hasworkedwith Chicagp Public Radio asa freelance producer of Town Hall meetings ard
other Chicago Matters programming sincethe early nineties she also servedasa produceron Eight Forty-
Eight. Sheis aformer producerand corregpondert for Chicago Tonight and Art Bea. As afreelancejournalist,
she hascontributedto Chicago Parent, NGDigo, Chicago Sun-Times The NewsHour with Jim Letrer and South



Africa Now, aswell astherado stations WMAQ and WVON. Sheis a parttime professor at Coumbia College
Chicagp.

Avery Young, hip-hop vocalist, spokenword artist, and accanplishedsinger, hasworkedwith Roy Ayers and
hasappeaedon HBO, BET, MTV and VH1 ard for the pag two yearshasbeenfeaturedwith Dance Africa. His
style of writing and performarce, labeled OSunday Mornin®Jook-Joint,Oblends spokenword, jazz, gospel and
chart. He edted Abstractvision and is acolumnist for Say What Magazine, and is currertly working on an
album of original music. He wasfeauredatthis yeaOdHip Hop Theatre Fegival and is the winner of the
Illinois Arts Fellowship Award.

Kevin Coval, spokenword artist, hasperformedon four continerts in seven countriesincluding The Pariamert
of WorldOsReligionsin Sauth Africa, The African Hip-Hop Fegival in Englard and St. XavierOsn India. He
servesasanartistic consultart and performs on HBOO®Def Poetry Jam. He hascontributedto The Spoken Word
Revalution, Chicago Tribune, C-SPAN and WBEZ. Kevin is the co-founder of The Chicagp TeenPcetry Fedival
and istheartistic direcor of Young Chicag Authors. He isthe author of Singshots (A Hip Hop Poetica)ard
advisor to The SpokenWord Revdution: Redux. Rick Kogan of The Chicago Tribune said Coval is the Owice
of the new ChicagoEs hould stand up therewith the work of Carl Sardburg, and | donOsay thatlightly.O

I dri s Goodwin, hip-hop vocalist, spokenword, playwright, wasnamedone of the most influertial pegplein
Chicagp under 30 by UR Magazine. Idrisisthe co-founderand instructor of Hemit Arts, a Chicagp-based
creatve collecive committedto original performance work. In 2004, he wasawarded a NEA/TCG Playwright
in Resdence grart to explore hip-hop aeshetics with Free Street Programs. Idris hasbeena gued lecturer at
School of the Art Institute, DePau Univerdty, Columbia Cadlege, Yale and Saah Lawrence.

Amina Nor man-Hawkins, spokenword artist, is a poet performeremceeand promoter who hasbeenfeatured
atvernuesfrom the Jazz Oadsto the Hot House. She is the founder of the Chicagp Hip-Hop Initiative.

Bea M onstas, hip-hop vocalists, are former studerts of Columbia Callege, and include emceesNoble Dru,
NipplesTha Pimp, Diamad Back and Phashara. The group, formedin 2003, hasan aggressive rapflow unlike
any in todayOship-hop culture. Their album 3rd Weapon Full Length wasreleasedin 2005.

Butter, Butter BHip-hop vocalist, spokenword, DJ, is a high school educabr and musicianwho devoteshis
time outside of the classroom to promote young artists, writersand DJs. He hassharedthe stage with Donald
Byrd, operedfor Nikki Giovami, facilitated community murals, recaded with Galapagos4, and competedin
National Poetry Slams. His 10-piece, hip-hop band Vertikal is currertly playing in the U.S. Finals of the
Emergenzalntermational Music Fegival.

Itch 13, hip-hop DJ, hasplayed numeraus local verues including the city-wide poetry slam Louder Than A
Bomb. He is known for playing in clubs aswell asflowing with poets and MCs.

Seng, hip-hop vocalist, poet, comesout of Young Chicago Authors and wasa finalist in the World Crew team.
The 18-yea-old hasperformedin vernuesincluding the Museum of Contemporary ArtOdHip Hop Fegival, The
Lyricist Lounge ard the Certer for Inner City Studies

(S.0.B.s) The Sons of Bluesis Billy BranchOdand of world-class musiciars and includes Minoru Maruyama
on guitar, Ariyo on piano, Nick Charleson bass and M osesRutueson drums and vocals.

Mae Koen, bluesvocalist, toured with Aretha Frarklin from 1997-2000, and hasalso appeaedwith Mariah
Cary, Shania Twain, Gloria Estefan, Celine Dion and Carde King. Locally, she performswith the Bobby
Schff Band and the jazz group VocalPoynt.

Russ Green, hamonicaand vocalist, canbe heardon the Chicago BluesHamonicaProject Hisfirst dedre



wasto recreate the sounds of Jimi Hendrix on guitar. Unabe to afford the instrument, Greenleanedharmanica,
and became greaty influencedby legends Sugar Blue, Billy Branch and Buddy Guy.

Ugochi, hip-hop and spokenword artist, hasperformedher individualizedform of sound power in citiesacrass
America, aswell asParis, London and Amserdam. Her musical reverberaion, part Afrobeatand part Chi-town
soul, hasbeencoined Afro-Saul. She hasbeenfeatured on WTTW and WXRT and hasperformedwith
Common, Eric Beretand John Legend. In 2001, she wasselectedasafinalist in HBOODef Poetry Jam and
performedin Dance AfricaChicagp 2001. The Chicago Music Awards classifiedher asBed African
Entertainer 2005. Her lated album, AfriC Suttafly, wasreleagdin 2005.

FM Supreme, hip-hop and spokenword artist, is a17-yearold MC/poetacivist. At the age of 12, the Chicago
native becane the younges member in the local rap group a PakOShe hasworkedwith local organizaions
including Kuumba Lynx and Y oung Chicago Authors and hasperformedat venuesincluding Hot House, Metro,
Spoken Word CafZ, Museum of Contemporary Art, and DuSalde Museum.

Locatedin downtown Chicagp on Michigan Averue between Rarndol ph and Monroe Streds, the 24.5-acre
Millennium Park isanunprecedented certer for world-class art, music, archtecture and landscape desgn.

Among the park's prominert feauresare the Frark Gehry-dedgnedJay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated
outdoor concertverue of its kind in the United States the interactve Crown Fountain by Jaume Plensa; the
contemporary Lurie Gardendedgnedby the team of Kathryn Gustafson, Piet Oudolf and RobertIsrael ard
Anish Kapoor's hugely popular Cloud Gate sculpture.

As partof its Blockbuster Weekat Millermium Park StepperwolfOsTraffic Series will presert | Sing America
on Thursday, September 6, at 6:30 p.m. The program will pair Steppenwolf Artistic Director Martha Lavey
and other ersemb e memberswith Chicagp ChildrenO<Choir in poetry and song during this celebration of
Americancitizership and the loving and fiery conversation our country haswith its artists.

For more information about Millemium Park, visit www.millemiumpark.org or call 312-742-1168.

Kraft FoodsInc. isthe exclusive sponsor of BluegHip-Hop Intersection at Millemium Park To delight the
audience, Kraft is giving away samgdesof its popular Country Time GDn the GoOlemonadk flavor drink mix.
Country Time is America's leadng all-family lemaade.

Steppenwol fOSTraffic seriesbrings together artists of all disciplinesand cags themasstorytellersin one night
only presentations on the Stepgoenwolf stage. Traffic providesanintimat and unique intersection of language,
lyrics poetry and music, creating a fresh perspective on expressing the Americanstory. Chicag Public Rado
(WBEZ, 91.5 FM) re-broadcads the Traffic everts aspart of its partnership with Steppenwolf.

BluesHip-Hop Intersection will be recardedfor future broadcag on WBEZ, 91.5 FM.

Committedto the principle of ensemHte performance through the collaboration of a compary of acbrs, direcbors
and playwrights, Stepgoenwolf Theatre Compary's mission is to advancethe vitality and diverdty of American
theatr by nurturing artists, encouragng repeath e creative relationships and contributing new works to the
national caron. The compary, formedin 1976 by a callecive of actbors, is ded catdto perpetuating anethic of
mutual repect and the developmert of artists through on-going group work. Stepgpenwolf hasgrown into an
internationally renowned compary of forty-one artists whose talents include acting, directing, playwriting,
filmmaking and textual adaptation.






